Chapter XIII; The Battle of Sedgemoor
ON Friday, July 3rd, Feversham's troops had arrived at
Somerton from Glastonbury, but had not been in touch
with the rebels since the battle of Norton St Philip. They
camped at Somerton and sent out spies into Bridgwater to
see what was going forward. Word came that the rebels
were in the town, " had made a barricade on the Bridge,
planted two pieces of cannon at the Cross, two in the
Castle and one at the South gate/3 Cavalry were sent to
reconnoitre, and on the Sunday morning the rest of the
troops took up positions on Sedgemoor.
Lord Wolseley thinks, and it is to be feared that his
conclusion is sound, that Monmouth resolved to make a
further effort to break away by way of Asbridge, Keynsham
and Gloucester that he might reach his friends in Cheshire,
having at the back of his mind a possible escape for himself
even if he failed to carry his army with him. Lord
Churchill, with a general's instinct, told Feversham that
he expected some such manoeuvre.
. The actual orders given to Monmouth's army on
Sunday morning: disclosed no such plan. The men were
moved to the Castle Field on the eastern bank of the river,
and they were told that Taunton was their objective. The
wagons and guns, however, were placed on the Keynsham
road, the news of which gave Churchill the clue to Mon-
mouth's intentions. The wagons would be able to start in
the night and move away, followed by the troops, to the north
of the Royalist camp, and so get a good start of them.
It seems that this would have been attempted but for
the intervention of Mr Godfrey, whose father lived near
Sutton Mallet, two miles north-east of Weston Zoyland,
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